Eighth Grade Physical Science
Mr. Nosik

Syllabus

	Contact Information

     Phone: (661)724-1231

     E-mail: jnosik@lws.lacoe.edu day, jnosik@hotmail.com evening

     Web: www.mrnosik.com                              



	Course Description
     Eighth grade physical science is an inquiry based class that will explore the physical world, including the laws that govern it and the evidence and theories that explain it. Students will demonstrate a mastery of the skills needed in investigation and experimentation, as well as demonstrating a mastery of content knowledge in the areas of motion and forces, the structure of matter, chemical interactions, and Earth in space.

	Recommended Materials

    Spiral Bound Notebook          
    Pencil and Pen

	Textbook
    Focus On Physical Science GlenCoe Science, California, Grade 8

    McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc. 2007

    There is not a student workbook in this course.

	Assignments
    Tests: 

· 12 Chapter Tests (approximately every 3 weeks)

· 4 Unit Tests (one per quarter)

· 40% of course grade.

· These tests will demonstrate the student’s mastery of science

          content knowledge.

     Lesson Quizzes: 

· 2-4 quizzes per chapter.

· 10% of course grade.

· Quizzes encourage the student to master content knowledge
on a weekly basis.

    Laboratory Activities:

· 6 Full Laboratories: students are presented with a problem, must 

form a hypothesis, collect data and make observations, analyze
the data and draw conclusions, and report out to the class.
· 6 Design-Your-Own Laboratories: students review data from chapter labs and form a hypothesis, collect data and make observations, analyze the data and draw conclusions, and write up their results.

· 30% of course grade.

· These laboratory activities are a performance assessment of skills as well as content knowledge.
    Class work:

· Foldables: 1 per chapter (study aide)

· Target-Your-Reading Worksheet (Study aide)

· Chapter Content Mastery Worksheet (1 per lesson)

· Chapter Outline Worksheet (1 per lesson)

· Reinforcement/Enrichment Worksheet (1 per lesson)

· Mini-Lab Worksheet (1-3 per Chapter)

· Chapter Content Vocabulary Worksheet (1 per chapter)

· Chapter Review Worksheet (1 per chapter)

· 10% of course grade

· These assignments provide students with day-to-day activities to master content knowledge and science investigation skills.
    Homework:

· Science Notebook Worksheet: Students complete as they are reading the lesson. All reading will be accomplished before direct instruction. It is imperative that students complete reading assignments before class instruction. Parents: This is your opportunity to review science content knowledge with your child. It would be very beneficial to spend time doing this assignment together. Even if your child is reading at a high level, he or she will benefit from your own understanding and experience with the physical world.

· Chapter Review: Students are to keep all work for each chapter in a 3-ring binder to review before chapter and unit tests.

· 10% of course grade.

· The homework reading assignments provide the student with the background knowledge necessary to be successful with content knowledge learning.
Late Assignments:

· Absence: It is the student’s responsibility to obtain and complete assignments missed due to absences. All assignments are posted at www.mrnosik.com. If internet access is unavailable, it is the student’s responsibility to see me to obtain make-up work. The student has 24 hours to make up assignments for each day missed for full credit. For example: absent 3 days, student has 3 school days to complete make-up work.
· Independent Study: If you know you are going to be gone for a minimum of 5 school days, see me at least 1 week prior to your departure. You can complete an independent study program that will not count you absent during your time away. This is good for the school and for you!
· Missing Work: If the student is missing work to due to  irresponsibility, he or she may make-up the work with the following penalties:
1. One day late: 10% off
2. Two days late: 20% off
3. Three days late: 30% off
4. Four days late: 40% off
5. Five days late: 50% off
6. No work is accepted after 5 days.
Daily work is critical to mastery of content knowledge. Make-up work does not contribute to this mastery. Students need to learn to complete assignments on time to be successful now as well as in their future education.
Completing a worksheet at home is not the same as receiving directed instruction and completing the assignment in an active, vibrant classroom learning environment!

· Tests/Quizzes/Laboratories: All tests, quizzes, and laboratories are final: No re-takes will be given. These are the only true assessments of performance. The lowest score for tests/quizzes/laboratories will be dropped from the final grade for each quarter. Obviously, laboratories cannot be made-up. Tests missed due to excused absences may be made-up for full credit, if taken within 3 school days of the student’s return.

	    Grading Criteria:
97-100% = A+             77-79%  = C+            0-59%  = F

93-96%   = A               73-76%   = C

90-92%   = A-              70-72%  = C-

87-89%   = B+             67-69%  = D+

83-86%   = B               63-66%  = D

80-82%   = B-              60-62%  = D-



	    Class Policies:
· Attendance: Students should plan on attending every class, whenever humanely possible. Absences due to illness or other excusable criteria, will not adversely affect the students grade. However, they will miss out on valuable classroom instruction. Consequently, absences should be due to serious reasons only. Every minute of classroom instruction can never be recovered. Please do your best to be in class, on time, with a positive attitude. I promise to make it worth your while.

· Student Behavior: Students are expected to arrive promptly with all materials on hand. Students are expected to abide by all rules and regulations laid out in the Parent/Student Handbook. All infractions are subject to demerits, affecting the student’s quarterly citizenship grade.

· Teacher Behavior: It is my intention to create a safe, exciting learning environment for each child. As such:

1. I will treat each child with respect, kindness, and enthusiasm.
2. I will be fair, in grading, interaction, and disputes.

3. I will measure my success by the success of my students.


(Please read and review this syllabus with your child. Sign and return the bottom portion to school with your child.)

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read and reviewed this class syllabus with my child.

_______________________________________    _________________

(Parent Signature)                                                            (Date)
